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Next Meeting:  May 26, 2026 6 pm 

        North Point Church 

1779 NE Hostmark St , Poulsbo 

Kitsap Quilters was established to foster and encourage the art of quilting, both in its traditional approach and its  
contemporary adaptation, to bring together those who love the art form and to share the art form with the community.  

Guild Contacts 

President:  Katherine Holtgraves  

Vice President:  Susi Gaskins  

Treasurer:  Jan Kohler  

Treasurer Elect:  Claire Grantham 

Secretary:  Mary Jo Brisbon 

2027 Quilt Show Chair:  Gail Mann  

Newsletter Editor:  Marj Deupree  

Past President:  Karen Boeve 

Jen Carlton Bailly, a “master of curves,” has a quote that really hits home….  

“Quilting has become everything for me. It’s my time alone with myself. It’s a way to share my artistic 

side. It’s my way of giving back. It’s how I show my love. It’s the best and most fulfilling job I’ve ever 

had. It’s brought me some incredible friends. Honestly, quilting is who I am now.”   

Isn’t it easy to see how that could resonate with so many of us? Here at Kitsap, we take charity—the 

volunteer sharing of help, money, or kindness—to heart. I want to pause and wholeheartedly cele-

brate the countless men & women in our guild who create, giving us all the opportunity to improve the 

wellbeing of others and share unconditional love.   

So far this year…   

 We have donated as a group:  

- Fred Hutch Cancer Center: 36 Quilts  

- Hospice: 86 Quilts   

- Cuddles: 349 donated to:  Navy, State Patrol, Olympic Ambulance, Olympic College   

- Snuggles: 110  

- Placemat donations for Meals on Wheels 

- Cat Curtains   Continued on next page 

mailto:mathissonhouse@comcast.net
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Presidents’ Message—Continued 

Continued on next page 

April 2026 Kitsap Quilters Guild Minutes—Mary Jo Brisbon 

Kitsap Quilters General Meeting Minutes, April 28, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 PM by President, Katherine Holtgraves.  The guild welcomed five 

visiting guests, as well as members of the Sun Bonnet Sue Guild from Sequim, who were selling tickets for 

their beautiful raffle quilt.   

Program, “From Inspiration to Quilt: The Photograph…Then the Quilt”, Elizabeth Barton 

The guild welcomed Ellizabeth Barton, from Athens, Georgia, for a special Zoom presentation exploring her 

creative process of expressing something she saw into a finished quilt.  She starts with an inspirational pho-

to, makes a simple sketch, eliminates what is not important, and brings out the bold lines and shapes by 

piecing and/or appliqueing the fabric with various stitching techniques.  If not happy with the end result, she is 

not afraid to “throw it into a bucket of dye” or cut it up and rearrange it, advising all that one has to take risks. 

Her presentation was well received.   

Business of the Guild 

The meeting minutes from March 24, 2026, as published in the newsletter, were unanimously approved on a 

motion by Colleen Lane and a second by Kathy Beach.  No Treasurer’s report was given. 

Committee Reports 

Members participating in the spring retreat raised $300 for the Kitsap Humane Society.  The thank you note 

the guild received will be posted in the newsletter.  Katherine gave a special thank you to Sherry Schweizer 

for being a silent hero of the guild with her many contributions and support.  The 2027 Raffle Quilt Committee 

was recognized for stepping up to the task and for reaching out to the entire guild to involve them in the crea-

tion of the raffle quilt.   Anita Bernhard received a special thank you for her hard work on delivering a wide 

variety of interesting programs for the guild.   

- Kitsap Humane Society: $300 from the Spring Retreat and current Pet food drive   

- Food Drive for Fishline in November: 1,456 pounds of food along with $2,000 in cash   

Donated to Kitsap Quilters: 

- C30 in the box for our newest committee  (Upcoming May Meeting for Info on this) 

- Accuquilt tools for our tool committee (June meeting for Info on this) 

From the Kitsap Humane Society: “Thanks to generous donors like you, we’re able to care for and shel-

ter thousands of animals each year. Your kindness helps us continue our mission to rescue, rehabilitate, 

and find loving homes for vulnerable animals in need.”   

We’re truly making a difference. Our organization’s kindness and generosity are just amazing. We’re 

showing love to our neighbors and friends in so many ways.   

A huge THANK YOU to the countless members of our guild who both organize, create and give their love 

to those in need.  

WOW! Just look at how much we’re changing our community! It’s truly beautiful. 
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April 2026 Kitsap Quilters Guild Minutes—Continued 

 

Quilt Show:  Gail Mann will be the 2027 Quilt Show Chair and Candace Alvarez will be the Quilt Show 

Chair Elect.  Gail provided an update of the progress they have made in preparation for the 2027 show – 

much has been accomplished already!  Quilt Show dates are February 12 & 13, 2027, with set up on 

February 10 & 11.  Most of the committee chair positions have been filled; however, there is still a need 

for committee chairs for Publicity, Vendors, and Volunteers.  Please consider stepping up to fill these 

positions.  Members voted by paper ballot for Featured Artist from the nominations of Val Martinson, 

Maureen Narimatsu, Barb Peterson, and Andrea Rudman.    

Tools and Gadgets:  Joyce Conbere and Luisana Sawyer will by chairing this committee.  They have 

many exciting plans and will be demonstrating the various tools during break time.  This evening’s 

demonstration will be repeated at the May meeting due to lack of time.  

2027 Raffle Quilt, Rachel Schweizer:  The theme for the 2027 raffle quilt is a PNW Bookshelf.  Mem-

bers were encouraged to participate in the creation of the quilt by picking up a complete block kit that 

range from beginning skill level to intermediate.  Completed blocks should be returned by the May 26 

meeting.  Any questions, please contact Rachel.   

Pet Food Drive, Becky Holt:  The guild is sponsoring a Spring Pet Food Drive to support our animal 

friends through Kitsap Humane Society and Fishline.  Donations will be collected at the May 26th meet-

ing.  Members can participate by: 

Bringing in dog/cat food (kibble or canned) or treats (for Fishline) 

Making a monetary donation by cash or check.  Please make checks out to Kitasp Humane Society 

or Fishline.  

Bringing in old towels to be used by KHS (no cotton filled bedding). 

Donation Sale, Barb Peterson:  Barb’s garage is overflowing with items the Donation Committee has 

received – lots of fabric, notions, and tools.  She will be hosting a donation sale at her home on Friday 

and Saturday, May 29 & 30.  The address is 3024 Ridgeview Drive NE Bremerton.  She needs help in 

set up, which will take place on May 27 & 28, so please contact her by email or telephone if you can 

help . Donations are by cash or check made payable to Kitsap Quilters.  

Quilt Show Bucket Raffle, Leslie Stapleton:  Leslie is collecting fat quarters for the bucket raffle prize 

at the quilt show.  A bucket will be available at general meetings and 3rd Saturday workshops for collect-

ing the fat quarters.   

Follow up to March Program, Vintage Blocks, Katherine Holtgraves:  Katherine was very excited 

about the blocks that have been turned in for this guild challenge.  Participating members were given a 

bag containing vintage fabric and a pattern they could use if they chose to.  Instructions were to make a 

6.5 inch block, which will all come together in a quilt that will be raffled off at the July meeting to those 

participating in the challenge. Blocks need to be turned in  at the May meeting. 

President’s Message, Katherine Holtgraves 

Survey Results:  Katherine thanked all that participated in the member feedback survey.  89/170 re-

sponses were received or 52.35%.  Many insightful comments were made on the issues that will help 

the board and committees proceed on the issues.   

88.4% were in favor of donating sewing machines to community groups.  A new committee will be 

formed to pursue this initiative and they will present their plans to the board at the May board 

meeting.   

Continued on next page 
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Share the camaraderie of sewing with friends from your home!  Great time to work on anything from 

new projects, UFO's, handwork, organizing your sew space.  We're there to enjoy each others com-

pany, support, suggestions, laughter and fun. 

 

All Zoom Sew-In’s (Saturday, Monday and Thursday) will use the Saturday Zoom sign in link 

 

MONDAYS– 10 am to ?????  

THURSDAYS - 1 pm to ????  

SATURDAYS- 9 am to ????  

 

To join the Zoom Meeting, go to the Member’s page of the guild website and use the Saturday link.  

If you have any questions, please contact Colleen Lane at    

Sew-ins via Zoom—Colleen Lane 

April 2026 Kitsap Quilters Guild Minutes—Continued 

51.2% were not in favor of purchasing an Accuguilt machine; however, the guild received a donation 

of a Go! Big Electric Fabric Cutter to be used instead.  The Tool and Gadget committee will be 

responsible for this new tool. 

40.5% were in favor of supporting pot lucks at our social events. 

46.3% stated no preference in the timing of the social events, which will be left to the members plan-

ning the event.   

Full survey results, including comments, were posted to the website on April 25, 2026. 

Moment of Silence:  With deep sadness, Katherine announced to the guild that Debi Snyder has passed 

away on April 5.  She read through the many accomplishments and contributions Debi had made to the 

guild over the years.  All members were asked to take a moment of silence, not only for Debi, but for 

someone in their lives that had passed.  Many members shared their personal remembrance of Debi, em-

phasizing her extreme kindness and unwavering willingness to help others.  She will truly be missed! 

 

Show and Tell:  Candance Alvarez and Susan McAllister were introduced as the evening’s quilt holders.  

Beautiful quilts were displayed – we have such talented members! 

Fat Quarter Lottery, Carolyn Nannery:  Keitha Unger won tonight’s lottery of gray/showers fat quarters.  

Next month the theme is yellow/flowers. 

Hospitality, Pam Whitt:  Not only do April showers bring May flowers, but they also bring Rainbows, 

which was the theme for tonight’s door prize drawings. Ten lucky winners were able to select from charm 

packs and other prizes in all of the brilliant rainbow colors.     

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 PM. 

Mary Jo Brisbon, Secretary 
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3rd Saturday Workshops—Audrey Fitzgerald 

In May, we will be back to quilt making. Katherine Holtgraves Is hosting the 16 May offering and will 
be teaching puff quilt techniques.  This style is visually appealing and encourages quilt snuggling if 
you are into that sort of thing. Puff quilts are great for pets and young ones, and the size of the block 
is very easy to adjust.    
 
In person signups for workshops are in the church lobby during guild meetings.  If you are not able 
to sign up for a workshop in person, please contact me to sign up . Unless otherwise stated, the 
workshops run from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the church and there is a $5.00 class fee. Supply 
lists will be emailed out a couple of weeks before the workshop to allow for the gathering of materi-
als.  
 
Please remember that workshops are led by quilters like you who have volunteered to share a pro-
ject with their fellow guild members. If there is something that you enjoy doing or a favorite project 
that might be of interest to other sewers and you would like to share, please contact me.  Also, fresh 
ideas for future workshops are always welcome. 

Fat Quarter Lottery—Carolyn Nannery 

May          - Yellow/flowers 

June         - Purple/tulips 

July           - Red or Blue/4th of July 

August       - No lottery 

September - Orange/Foliage 

 

October      - Black/cats 

November  - brown/football (Seahawks) 

December  - No Lottery 

 

Good luck to everyone! 

Welcome to the 2026 Fat Quarter Lottery! For a chance to win, bring a FQ or ¼ yard for each 

chance to enter to win in the color/theme each month. One chance for each FQ you enter. The 

months of August and December there will not be a lottery as we have the picnic and Holiday 

party. 

MONSTER DOLL (Made by you for YOU) 

May – July  - DUE JULY Kitsap Meeting. 

THE LAST, and Possibly the GREATEST project is just all of us!  
You will be able to create and keep your masterpiece.  Katherine 
will be talking about this at the May meeting.  The directions 
list (links for the web) will be available.   

We want to see our members creep into their own creativity.   
We will show these off in July.. at a MONSTER parade and cup-
cake event!    

Looking forward to all the fun.  
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Small Groups—Kyte Milton 

Small groups are member-led communities where we learn, explore, and create using specific tech-

niques together. Groups meet regularly to share projects, ideas, and works-in-progress. Sign up, bring 

your machine, tools, and a curious mind—all experience levels are welcome.  

In-person meetings are held at North Point Church in Classrooms 1 & 2, unless otherwise noted.  

There is a $5 site fee—waived if your meeting falls on a guild meeting day.  

 

Anything Goes + UFOs  
Work on your projects in a friendly, social setting—online or in person. 
Contacts: Maryjane Efstathiou, Becky Holt 
In person: Second Thursdays 10:00 am–2:00 pm. 
 
Thursday, May 14 will be the last gathering for this group until September.  We will re-

convene on September 10.  See you all then. 

If you have any questions, contact Maryjane or Becky. 

 

Applique & Handwork 
Bring any handwork for a relaxed, drop-in session with fellow stitchers. 
In person: First Tuesdays, 10:00 am–12:30 pm – no need to sign up: just drop in.  

 

 

 

 

VINTAGE BLOCKS – 

From the March General Meeting Program.  

DUE in the LOBBY by May 26th, 2026.   

Each contributor will be entered into a drawing for a quilt that we 

have made together.  If you do not want to be included in this draw-

ing, please let us know.  

Pam Whitt & Katherine Holtgraves  
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May 26, 2026 – Norma Stark 

Presentation: Paper Piecing – Tips, History & Inspiration 

Join us as Norma Stark shares practical techniques, historical insights, and creative inspiration 

for paper piecing enthusiasts of all levels. 

Workshop: Fandango 

Date: May 27, 2026 

Time: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Location: North Point Church 

This one-day workshop will expand on Nor-

ma’s presentation and guide participants 

through creating the dynamic Fandango de-

sign. 

 

June 23, 2026 – Quilt University 

We are planning another engaging Quilt University session and are currently seeking volun-

teers! 

If you would like to demonstrate a quilting technique or share a skill with fellow guild members, 

please contact: 

Anita Bernhard,  

Sharing knowledge is one of the greatest strengths of our guild — we hope you’ll consider par-

ticipating. 

Programs—Anita Bernhart 

Tool of the Month—Joyce Conbere 

Strips’n Curves – by Louisa L. Smith 

In this kit, straight fabric strips are used to create simple shapes in eye-catching patterns 
that look like they move or have depth. 

The strips can have different shades, colors, or prints. When placed next to each other, 
these small differences act like light and shadow in a painting. This makes the flat fabric 
look three-dimensional. 

These patterns can show: 

Movement or flow: The design can look like it’s moving. 

Light and dark contrast: Combining straight strips with curved seams—and placing light 
and dark fabrics next to each other—creates the illusion of depth. 

The kit includes: four rulers and the book Strips’n Curves 
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PNW Raffle Quilt—Susi Gaskins 

 

 



 

Continued on next page 
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Stitches In Time—Nancy Parrott 

If we are lucky, we will meet at least one person in our lifetime who embodies traits of a Renaissance person. 

Someone who embraces the revival and exploration of the arts in all its forms.  As members of this guild, we are 

surrounded by many who fall somewhere along this curve, but Debi Snyder stood out in her search for experi-

ences and growth.  There was nothing she would not attempt, and she always emerged as a master of the craft.  

Bravely, she met her last challenge on this earth on Easter Sunday and is now a part of a new universe of explo-

ration. 

She volunteered in all aspects of the guild from greeting people in membership, to organizing boutique sales, to 

keeping our finances in order as treasurers, to handling computerized registration of the quilt show, just to name 

a very few. Her charitable contributions to the community are equally impressive.  Very quiet by nature, she 

tackled all manners of tasks and did them softly and efficiently.  

There is no better way for us to understand her journey than by reading the bio she wrote to celebrate being 

chosen as the quilt show Featured Artist in 2024.     

“Grandma, you’re going to be a great-grandma again – it’s time for you to make more quilts!  

Oh well, I guess it’s time to sit down to design a new quilt and maybe a few stuffed animals.  Wow, I don’t really 

think about what that means, because I have been designing my own quilts for over 40 years. When I started it 

was with graph paper, now it’s with EQ8 and Photoshop Elements. 

I enjoy learning new techniques, but almost always fall back to scrappy quilts. The more fabrics used the better. 

When I started piecing tops, I was limited to what I had on hand, gathered here or there spending as little as I 

could. Now, as with most quilters, my love of fabric and my stash has grown slowly to what it is now – really can 

you ever have too much fabric! My daughter once counted that we had made over 5 queen-size quilts, including 

binding and backing, from just what I had in my stash.  That was 9 years ago when she was helping reduce it. And 

my stash has grown since. 

What is my inspiration? If I see something that speaks to me, that challenges me and has a use in my life (even if 

it’s only decorative), then it’s time to create it. If it’s a pattern - great. If it’s easily accessible - even better. But if 

not, I design it. If it’s a craft I haven’t attempted before, then I learn by reading everything I can. I can’t remember 

when it hasn’t been that way. That is how I have taught myself to crochet, knit, quilt, longarm quilting, brew 

beer, make champagne, ceramics, cross-stitch, …etc.  

I believe that the quilting is as much a part of the design process as the pattern and fabric choices. That is the rea-

son I bought a long-arm. I have a bare-bones machine with a QBOT, nothing fancy. I have designed my own com-

puterized quilting patterns. Custom quilting is what I gravitate towards for most quilts, ruler work and free mo-

tion. Quilting makes a difference, adding texture to even the plainest quilts. 

Every part of quilting is playtime. If it isn’t fun or a challenge, then it’s time to move on.” 

 

Among the MANY awards and ribbons she received, two are highlighted here to show the breadth of her work.  

Debi was a true master of her craft, and she will live on through her extraordinary work and charitable deeds.  

Debi, you are and will forever be missed. 
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Stitches In Time—Continued 

Viewer’s Choice  

2026 Quilt Show  

Medium/Large Pieced  

 

Summer Joy!  

3
rd

 Place Ribbon 2024 Quilt Show 

 Times and Seasons  

This is the 2000 Piecemaker’s calendar quilt. 
This quilt has been in and out of the UFO bin 
for 18 years, I started this quilt thinking it 
would take a year as the 1999 Piecemaker’s 
calendar quilt had, but other projects kept 
drawing my attention. This quilt is hand ap-
pliqued, embroidered, and quilted. The back-

ground fabrics were bought specifically for this 
quilt, but all the other pieces came out of my 
scrap bins. I hand dyed most of the silk ribbon 
I used in the silk embroidery being limited to 

what I had on hand during the pandemic. There is another Piecemaker’s calendar quilt hiding in my 
UFO bin at this time waiting for the embroidery to be done, except for the embroidery it will be all ma-
chine done. 



 

REMINDER: The next board meeting will be held on Thursday, May  21st at 
9:30 am on zoom. 
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LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD VOLUNTEERS for 2026 - 2027 

KQ is looking for volunteers to fill open positions on our various committees. 
Please consider giving your time and talents to one of the open positions. If you 
have questions, seek out a board member or approach the person who currently 
holds the position to learn more about how you can contribute to the fun and suc-
cess of our guild. Please don’t be shy! 

Standing Committee Chairs for 2026- 2027 

Hospitality/New Members:  

Programs: Anita Berhard has booked presenters thru 2027, so a new volunteer will have plen-
ty of time to learn the ropes with Anita’s help. 

Special Committee Chairs for 2026 - 2027 

Holiday Party 2026:  

Kitsap Snuggles: 

Picnic 2027: 

Raffle Ticket Sales: 

Open Positions—Susi Gaslins 

New address for member Marvalee Nance: 

 
Cogir of Queen Ann 
805 4th Avenue North. 112 W 
Seattle, WA 98109  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/805+4th+Avenue+North.+++112+W+Seattle,+WA++98109?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/805+4th+Avenue+North.+++112+W+Seattle,+WA++98109?entry=gmail&source=g
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Sunshine and Shadow—Chris Miller 

Kitsap Quilters has a Sunshine and Shadow chairperson, Chris Miller. If you are aware of someone 

who might be in need of a card to celebrate something special or a note of sympathy or support, 

please contact Chris. She will send a greeting from Kitsap Quilters to that member to let them know 

we are thinking about them.  

Chris can be reached at  

Newsletter—Marj Deupree  

Deadlines:  The deadline is the 5th of the month, January through October.  The November 
and December deadlines are one week earlier due to the earlier guild meetings.  There will be 
a reminder in the October and November newsletters. 

Submissions:  Send submissions via email in an office type format (eg .docx).  Preferably one 
email per submission.  If you do not receive a response from me within 24 hours, please dou-
blecheck that I got it.  Proof what you send!  I generally do a copy and paste.  Don’t assume 
I will catch typos or gibberish.  And please don’t ask me to write or re-write your article for 
you.   

Advertising:  Advertising is very inexpensive for members, from $5/month for a business 
card size ad to $25/month for a full page ad.  Contact Marj if you wish to advertise. Non-
members are welcome to advertise, too.  Their rate is double that of members. 

Publishing:  The newsletter will be sent to members via email approximately one week after 
the deadline.  It will also be available on the website at that time. 

 

KQ’S SPRING PET FOOD DRIVE 

 

3 WAYS TO PARTICIPATE: 

 1) Bring in Dog/Cat Food (Kibble or Canned), or Treats (for Fishline) 

  NO Expired Foods or Rx-Based Foods Please 

 2) Make a Monetary Donation - Cash or Check 

  Make Out to Checks to Kitsap Humane Society or Fishline 

 3) Bring Your Old Towels (for KHS) 

  NO Cotton-Filled Bedding (Pillows, Comforters, Quilts, etc.) 

Bring Your Donations to the May 26th Meeting 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular business hours: 

 Wednesday through Saturday:     10am-5pm 

 Sundays:   11am-4pm.  

We are located at 19735 10th Ave NE, Poulsbo WA 98370.   

Phone:  360-930-0572  

Look for us on the web at www.sherryscozyquilts.com or on Facebook.   

Questions: please email sherryscozyquilts@gmail.com  

Coral Reef from Northcott  Raven’s Call By Northcott  

New in the shop this month 

Also check out our new shopping 

bag that is available for purchase 

Mermaid Batiks By Moda  

http://www.sherryscozyquilts.com
mailto:sherryscozyquilts@gmail.com


 

Kitsap Quilters welcomes new members throughout the year.   
You are invited to attend two meetings free, after which membership is 

required for further attendance.   
Please visit our website at www.kitsapquilters.com for more information. 

http://www.kitsapquilters.com
mailto:jimmann7@hotmail.com

