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Next Meeting:  March 24, 2026 6 pm 

        North Point Church 

1779 NE Hostmark St , Poulsbo 

Kitsap Quilters was established to foster and encourage the art of quilting, both in its traditional approach and its  
contemporary adaptation, to bring together those who love the art form and to share the art form with the community.  

Guild Contacts 

President:  Katherine Holtgraves  

Vice President:  Susi Gaskins  

Treasurer:  Jan Kohler  

Treasurer Elect:  Claire Grantham 

Secretary:  Mary Jo Brisbon 

2026 Quilt Show Chair:  Darlene Boggs  

Newsletter Editor:  Marj Deupree  

Past President:  Karen Boeve 

Speaking of our Past and Present  

I quilt to keep this special art form alive and meaningful today. When you asked me at the Feb-

ruary Meeting what I mean by VINTAGE, honestly, it got me thinking. We’re at a point where 

some of our members might be considered Vintage, Antique, Contemporary, or Modern—and I 

realized I want to be careful not to offend anyone. So, when I talk about our past, it's just 

that—the past. I won’t put labels on it. I want to connect our current ideas and methods to the 

history that came before us. I love learning about the history behind quilting, and I see myself 

as a modern quilter. Bringing these two worlds together is part of what makes our quilting so 

unique. 

CHALLENGE: With that in mind, I’d love to challenge all of us to think about our personal his-

tory, maybe a quilt in your closet or pieces from your grandmother or great-grandmother that 

you treasure. Let’s bring those quilts out into the light! Can we create a new, modern quilt 

using those old ones as our starting point? Maybe a small quilt, a table runner, or a lap-sized 

quilt that connects your past with your present—that sounds like a fun challenge! Feel free to 

use traditional patterns like Four Patch, Ohio Star, Dresden Plate, Sunbonnet Sue, Sawtooth 

Star, Lemoyne Star, or Monkey Wrench, or design something completely your own. 

Continued on next page 

mailto:mathissonhouse@comcast.net
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Presidents’ Message—Continued 

Continued on next page 

February 2026 Kitsap Quilters Guild Minutes—Mary Jo Brisbon 

President, Katherine Holtgraves, called the meeting to order at 6:01PM.  The guild welcomed two visitors and two new 

members.  Jackie Lewis and Meche Watne were also introduced as the evenings quilt holders.   

Business of the Guild 

The January general meeting minutes, as published in the February Newsletter, were unanimously approved on a mo-

tion by Leslie Stapleton and second by Betty Wing.   

Jan Kohler gave the Treasurer’s Report for January.  Checking balance at the end of January was $37,806.99.  Savings 

balance was $5,944.18.  Preliminary quilt show figures indicate the show was a success.  The front entry brought in 

$9275, indicating we had over 900 in attendance.  An income and expense report for the show will be presented at the 

March meeting. 

Committee Reports 

Raffle Quilt Ticket Sales:  Mary Jo Brisbon thanked the team that designed, pieced and quilted the 2026 raffle quilt, 

“Water’s Edge”.  She stated the quilt is so stunning, it literally has sold itself.  She reported that we started with 3,000 

tickets in August, and as of tonight’s meeting, had 187 tickets remaining to be sold.  Although sales were successful at 

other venues, the majority of sales have been to our members, who were thanked for their generosity and support of the 

program.  Tickets will continue to be sold at general meetings until the drawing in May.     

Programs, Anita Bernhard:  Norma Stark will be returning to the guild for our May 26 program.  She will also be lead-

ing a workshop on paper piecing on May 27 from 10-4 at the church.  Anita displayed the beautiful sample of what the 

participants will be creating.  Cost of the workshop is $65 plus the cost of the templates, for a total of $103.  Please con-

tact Anita to sign up. 

2026 In-House Quilt:  Members participating in this activity will be making 11.5 inch blocks out of solid white and bright 

fabrics.  Each member can make 1 or 2 blocks, which will be due in April.  For each block made, the member gets a 

chance to win the finished quilt.  See the newsletter for instructions on the block. 

President’s Message, Katherine Holtgraves:  The March program will be a vintage to contemporary challenge, put on 

by Katherine and Pam Whitt.  Members are encouraged to bring in their vintage sewing machines (made prior to 1950) 

for display, with a stand up card describing the machine and what it means to them.  If the machine is too cumbersome, 

you can bring in a photograph.   

In the second part of her message, Katherine gave a huge thank you to all who helped make the show a huge success.  

She called upon Darlene Boggs and Gail Mann, who co-chaired the show, congratulating them for their “calmly, compe-

tent” leadership and asked them to describe their experience.  Darlene said she was thrilled and pleased for such a 

great experience.  Gail was impressed with the fact that so many families helped with the take down, citing the three 

For my part, I plan to take some fabric and quilts from my family, update them with a fresh, 

modern look, and include some of my mother’s treasured quilt pieces into a contemporary de-

sign. I want to make a wall hanging, as I want to do the hand-quilting myself.  

That’s the challenge I’m putting out there! Joining in is totally up to you, but I do hope we can all 

share our creations inspired by this idea at the July meeting. Let’s call it: "Speaking of Our 

Past and Present." I’m really looking forward to seeing what you come up with! I’ll bring some 

inspirational quilt pieces to the March meeting—whether for you to look at or possibly include in 

your work if you’d like. I know that Pam Whitt will be bringing that inspiration as well.  Lets make 

our past touch our present, in a meaningful thoughtful way.  
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February 2026 Kitsap Quilters Guild Minutes—Continued 

 

generations of the Johnson family, who promised to be back next year.  Katherine then had the committee chairs 

stand up to be recognized.   

Secret Friends, Katherine Holtgraves:  Katherine explained that she started this activity in the hopes that mem-

bers would get to know someone they did not know, and that “we would share our hearts with each other”.  Partici-

pants exchanged the gifts they had made for their secret friend.   

Quilt Show Awards Ceremony, Darlene Boggs and Gail Mann:  Ribbons and yellow roses were given to the 

following viewers’ choice winners: 

100-Large Pieced:  Release the Kraken by Maureen Narimatsu 

200- Medium/Large Pieced:  Summer Joy by Debi Snyder 

300 – Medium Pieced:  Giraffes Grazing by Gail Mann 

400-Small Pieces:  Hoot by Mary Jo Brisbon 

500 – Applique/Embroidery:  Color My World RED by Pam Whitt 

600 - Contemporary:  Crazy Heart by Diane Levang 

700 - Innovative/Art/Collage:  Experimental Wholecloth with Trapunto by Marj Deupree 

800 – Miscellaneous:  Needle Roll by Loretta Gordon 

Best of Show:  Color My World RED by Pam Whitt 

 

All the committee chairs were also recognized with a thank you card and small gift. 

Katherine thanked Marj Deupree, in charge of the website and the newsletter, for the getting the quilt show survey 

results posted to the website.  35% of the members completed the survey, 37% registered quilts in the show, and 

58% are in favor of an annual show, indicating that we have a strong core of members dedicated to the show.  Re-

sponses in the form of pie charts and a summary of comments will be posted to the website. 

In order to have the show next year, someone needs to step up to be the Quilt Show Chair.  Leslie Stapleton 

is also beginning to collect fat quarters for the bucket raffle  

Quilt Sharing and Raffles:  The quilt sharing was brief, due to the quilt show awards, but enjoyable. 

Fat Quarter Lottery, Carolyn Nannery:  The February lottery of pink/hearts was won by Mary Jo Brisbon.  The 

theme for March is green/shamrocks. 

Sherry’s Cozy Quilts Drawing, Sherry Schweizer:  The winner of the $15 gift card for completing the puzzle in 

Sherry’s newsletter ad was Pam Whitt. 

Hospitality, Pam Whitt:  This month’s them was “Back to the Quilt Show”.  Lucky members received fantastic 

door prizes that were purchased from or donated by the vendors at this year’s show. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 PM 

Mary Jo Brisbon, Secretary 
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3rd Saturday Workshops—Audrey Fitzgerald 

Debi Snyder will be guiding the 21 March workshop through making a traditional string quilt. You 
may want to start saving your scraps (or “strings”) of differing lengths with widths varying from 3/4” 
to 2 ½”. You will need about 1 ½ to 2 yards of strings to make a lap quilt and about 1 ¾ yards of 
neutral or complementary yardage for the background. If you are interested in making a wall quilt, 
you will need ¾ yards for the background. The beauty of this quilt is it is a great way to burn through 
your scrap strips indiscriminately or create a quilt that you have gently nudged into a particular col-
orway or design. 
 
On 18 April, Jeannette Schanbeck will be showing us how to make a bag so big you can park a VW 
Bug in it (just kidding) while collapsing down so small it can store in something smaller than a shoe 
box (this part is true). It is truly a cavernous bag that can carry just about anything. The possibilities 
are really endless regarding what you would use it for. Warning though, it does everything but stand 
up on its own. 
 
In May, we will be back to quilt making. Katherine Holtgraves Is hosting the 16 May offering and will 
be teaching puff quilt techniques.  This style is visually appealing and encourages quilt snuggling if 
you are into that sort of thing. Puff quilts are great for pets and young ones, and the size of the block 
is very easy to adjust.    
 
In person signups for workshops are in the church lobby during guild meetings.  If you are not able 
to sign up for a workshop in person, please contact me to sign up Unless otherwise stated, the 
workshops run from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the church and there is a $5.00 class fee. Supply 
lists will be emailed out a couple of weeks before the workshop to allow for the gathering of materi-
als.  
 
Please remember that workshops are led by quilters like you who have volunteered to share a pro-
ject with their fellow guild members. If there is something that you enjoy doing or a favorite project 
that might be of interest to other sewers and you would like to share, please contact me.  Also, fresh 
ideas for future workshops are always welcome. 

Fat Quarter Lottery—Carolyn Nannery 

March       - Green/shamrocks 

April          - Gray/showers 

May          - Yellow/flowers 

June         - Purple/tulips 

July           - Red or Blue/4th of July 

August       - No lottery 

 

September - Orange/Foliage 

October      - Black/cats 

November  - brown/football (Seahawks) 

December  - No Lottery 

 

Good luck to everyone! 

Welcome to the 2026 Fat Quarter Lottery! For a chance to win, bring a FQ or ¼ yard for each 

chance to enter to win in the color/theme each month. One chance for each FQ you enter. The 

months of August and December there will not be a lottery as we have the picnic and Holiday 

party. 
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Share the camaraderie of sewing with friends from your home!  

All Zoom Sew-In’s (Saturday, Monday and Thursday) will use the Saturday 
Zoom sign in link….. 

 

MONDAYS– 10 am to ????? 
THURSDAYS - 1 pm to ????  Anything Goes Group (formerly Dear Jane)  but all 
members are welcome to join and sew on any project. 
SATURDAYS- 9 am to ???? 
 
 To join the Zoom Meeting, go to the Member’s page of the guild website and use the Sat-
urday link. If you have any questions, please contact Colleen Lane at  

Sew-ins via Zoom—Colleen Lane 

Vintage Machines—Katherine Holtgraves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRING YOUR SEWING MACHINE TREASURES TO THE 

MARCH MEETING WITH DESCRIPTION!  

Hey everyone! Just a heads-up—feel free to bring along your 1950s or 

earlier machines to our March meeting if you'd like. Let’s celebrate 

our history! If you could make a tent sign with the date of your ma-

chine, the type it is, any fun facts or stories, and your name, that 

would be awesome. Let’s give these vintage machines the recognition 

they deserve!  We will ask that you set them up on the back two tables surrounding  the kitchen and in the 

spare classroom to view before the meeting and at break.   
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Small Groups—Kyte Milton 

Small groups are member-led communities where we learn, explore, and create using specific tech-

niques together. Groups meet regularly to share projects, ideas, and works-in-progress. Sign up, bring 

your machine, tools, and a curious mind—all experience levels are welcome.  

Online meetings are held on Zoom. Unless otherwise noted, use the Saturday Zoom login by default. 

To obtain the meeting ID and password, sign in to the Kitsap Quilters website and click 2026 Zoom 

Events on the member’s page.  

In-person meetings are held at North Point Church in Classrooms 1 & 2, unless otherwise noted.  

There is a $5 site fee—waived if your meeting falls on a guild meeting day.  

Anything Goes + UFOs (merged) 
Work on your projects in a friendly, social setting—online or in person. 
Contacts: Maryjane Efstathiou, Becky Holt 
Online: Thursdays (except second Thursdays) 1:00–3:00 pm – use the Saturday Zoom login 
In person: Second Thursdays 10:00 am–2:00 pm. 

 

Applique & Handwork 
Bring any handwork for a relaxed, drop-in session with fellow stitchers. 
In person: First Tuesdays, 10:00 am–12:30 pm – no need to sign up: just drop in.  

 

Contemporary Quilts 

This group is currently on hiatus with no meetings scheduled. Please contact Karen McCutchen if you 
are interested in this group. 

 

Improv Quilting 
Currently CLOSED.  Another group may be starting soon.  Stay tuned. 

 

 

 

 

2026 Bucket Raffle—Leslie Stapleton 

I would like to thank the following people for their help and/or donations for the Bucket Raffle. 

Pat Borman, Keitha Unger, Luisana Sawyer, Terry Loy, Gail and Jim Mann, Chris Miller, and 

Sherry’s Cozy Quilts. 



 

Continued on next page 
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April 28, 2026 – Elizabeth Barton 

Zoom Presentation 

From Inspiration to Quilt: The Photograph…Then the Quilt 

We are delighted to welcome Elizabeth Barton for a special Zoom presentation exploring her 

creative process — from original photograph to finished quilt. 

Beth began quilting in 1984 after moving to Athens, Georgia, and has since created nearly 300 

quilts. Most have been sold, gifted, or even destroyed as part of her artistic evolution. Her work 

has been featured in numerous publications worldwide, most recently in Quilting Moderne. 

She has exhibited extensively, with works selected multiple times for Quilt National, Visions, and 

American Quilter's Society Quilt Expo (AQE), among others. Her solo exhibitions have been 

held in Georgia, North Carolina, Washington, California, and at the Festival of Quilts in the UK. 

In addition to quilting, Elizabeth is an accomplished watercolor artist. Born and educated in the 

North of England, she holds a PhD in Psychology and worked at the University of Georgia until 

her retirement. 

To learn more about her work, visit: 

Elizabeth Barton Art

 
May 26, 2026 – Norma Stark 

Presentation: Paper Piecing – Tips, History & Inspiration 

Join us as Norma Stark shares practical techniques, historical insights, and creative inspiration 

for paper piecing enthusiasts of all levels. 

Workshop: Fandango 

Date: May 27, 2026 

Time: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Location: North Point Church 

This one-day workshop will expand on Nor-

ma’s presentation and guide participants 

through creating the dynamic Fandango de-

sign. 

 

 

 

 

Programs—Anita Bernhart 



 

Page 9 
M

a
rc

h
, 2

0
2

6
 

   
V

o
lu

m
e

 4
5

,  
Is

s
u

e
 3

 

June 23, 2026 – Quilt University 

We are planning another engaging Quilt University session and are currently seeking volunteers! 

If you would like to demonstrate a quilting technique or share a skill with fellow guild members, 

please contact: 

Anita Bernhard 

     

Sharing knowledge is one of the greatest strengths of our guild — we hope you’ll consider par-

ticipating. 

Programs—Continued 

Library—Karen McCutchen 

We have been receiving complimentary copies of the Quiltfolk quarterly magazines from the publish-

er.  They have also generously offered our guild members a discount.  Use this custom coupon code 

GUILD37 on their website for 15% off your order until March 31
st
.  

Website: 

Quiltfolk Magazine: Learn More 

Pet Food Drive—Susi Gaskins 

Following our successful Oct/Nov food drive, several people approached me about possi-
bly hosting a food drive for pets. Our scaly, furry, and feathered friends could use some 
help too. I am eager to give this a try, but I am looking for a bit of input from others. If 
you had suggested a pet food drive, offered to help, or are now interested, please con-
tact me at . 

Show and Tell Clarification  

Hey everyone! Just a quick heads-up: when we have a 

theme or holiday event, feel free to bring any show and tell 

you would like.   If there's a specific theme, we'll share those 

first since it ties into our Guild Meetings conversations, but 

you’re also welcome to show off any other awesome art 

you've made.  

For the March meetup, it’s vintage quilts, but we’d love 

to see any other cool pieces you’ve created too.  

https://www.quiltfolk.com/


 

Continued on next page 
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A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words        Part 2 
 
The February guild meeting was all about celebrating the highlights of our 38th Quilt Show,  
The Wonderful World of Color. Show chair and co-chair, Darleen Boggs and Gail Mann, organized an 
amazing crew of 22 members into a well-oiled team who presented a well-received show. Is it too trite to 
say, ‘It takes a village?’    
I try not to name names, but my favorite again this year was the Children’s Scavenger Hunt, led by Kathy 
Beach, who is also responsible for obtaining the lovely ribbons that are awarded to winning quilts. She 
includes a particularly challenging ‘find’ each year to keep us on our toes. She thought the sports equip-
ment item was the hardest this year while I, after scrutinizing every quilt for the third time, finally had to 
check the answer sheet only to find that the Row of Blue Starfish was a selvage scrap! So clever. Can she 
top that next year?  
 

 
                                                                     The Village 
 
The revealing of the quilts that won Viewer’s Choice ribbons is always anticipated. Over 200 quilts were 
registered and our attendees had the challenging task of narrowing their favorites down to just one per 
category.  

CONGRATULATIONS to the following winners in recognition of their hard work and creativity.  
 

                        
 
                    Best of Show and  
                Applique/Embroidery  
                Viewer’s Choice (512) 
 
 
 
 

                        Pam Whitt  
               Color My World RED! 
 

 

Stitches In Time—Nancy Parrott 



 

Continued on next page 
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Stitches In Time—Continued 



 

Page 12 
M

a
rc

h
, 2

0
2

6
 

   
V

o
lu

m
e

 4
5

,  
Is

s
u

e
 3

 

 

Stitches In Time—Continued 
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In-House Quilt—Karen Boeve and Maryjane Efstathiou  

Join the fun!  This month we will be handing out instructions and a single 2.5 inch square for the 

2026 In-House Quilt.  You add solid white and bright fabrics.  This year’s block will finish at 

11.5 inches, and you can make 1 or 2 blocks. Everyone who participates gets the opportunity to 

win the finished quilt.  You will receive one entry ticket for each block you complete. 

Completed blocks will be collected at the April meeting.    
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Sunshine and Shadow—Chris Miller 

Kitsap Quilters has a Sunshine and Shadow chairperson, Chris Miller. If you are aware of someone 

who might be in need of a card to celebrate something special or a note of sympathy or support, 

please contact Chris. She will send a greeting from Kitsap Quilters to that member to let them know 

we are thinking about them.  

Chris can be reached at  

Newsletter—Marj Deupree  

Deadlines:  The deadline is the 5th of the month, January through October.  The November 
and December deadlines are one week earlier due to the earlier guild meetings.  There will be 
a reminder in the October and November newsletters. 

Submissions:  Send submissions via email in an office type format (eg .docx).  Preferably one 
email per submission.  If you do not receive a response from me within 24 hours, please dou-
blecheck that I got it.  Proof what you send!  I generally do a copy and paste.  Don’t assume 
I will catch typos or gibberish.  And please don’t ask me to write or re-write your article for 
you.   

Advertising:  Advertising is very inexpensive for members, from $5/month for a business 
card size ad to $25/month for a full page ad.  Contact Marj if you wish to advertise. Non-
members are welcome to advertise, too.  Their rate is double that of members. 

Publishing:  The newsletter will be sent to members via email approximately one week after 
the deadline.  It will also be available on the website at that time. 

Quilting Tips for Newbies 

 Accurate Cutting & Seaming: Use a rotary cutter with a sharp blade and always cut away 
from your body. A consistent 1/4-inch seam is critical; use a specialized quilting foot to 
maintain this. 

 
 Pressing Techniques: Press, don't iron (lift and press, don't drag) to avoid warping fabric. 

Pressing seams open helps reduce bulk, especially for patchwork, though pressing to one 
side allows for better "nesting". 

 
 Nesting Seams: To align seams, press them in opposite directions on adjoining pieces so 

they "lock" together when pinned and sewn. 
 
 Chain Piecing: Feed pieces through the machine one after another without cutting the 

thread between them to save time and thread. 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&hs=JM&sca_esv=44d106614816f4f2&sxsrf=ANbL-n6v_sh2itYcVe3iQSOBV5yfdPNafQ%3A1773204658119&q=Accurate+Cutting+%26+Seaming&source=lnms&fbs=ADc_l-ZMtfrlQ0SU6L2D0-D344flsprUi5NYvvJVflrdjdmmndzc87yxCU-u2_IZZ9ETkTOf8
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&hs=JM&sca_esv=44d106614816f4f2&sxsrf=ANbL-n6v_sh2itYcVe3iQSOBV5yfdPNafQ%3A1773204658119&q=Pressing+Techniques&source=lnms&fbs=ADc_l-ZMtfrlQ0SU6L2D0-D344flsprUi5NYvvJVflrdjdmmndzc87yxCU-u2_IZZ9ETkTOf8nrh9UeYuu
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&hs=JM&sca_esv=44d106614816f4f2&sxsrf=ANbL-n6v_sh2itYcVe3iQSOBV5yfdPNafQ%3A1773204658119&q=Nesting+Seams&source=lnms&fbs=ADc_l-ZMtfrlQ0SU6L2D0-D344flsprUi5NYvvJVflrdjdmmndzc87yxCU-u2_IZZ9ETkTOf8nrh9UeYuuObruNG
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&hs=JM&sca_esv=44d106614816f4f2&sxsrf=ANbL-n6v_sh2itYcVe3iQSOBV5yfdPNafQ%3A1773204658119&q=Chain+Piecing&source=lnms&fbs=ADc_l-ZMtfrlQ0SU6L2D0-D344flsprUi5NYvvJVflrdjdmmndzc87yxCU-u2_IZZ9ETkTOf8nrh9UeYuuObruNG


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular business hours: 

 Wednesday through Saturday:    10am-5pm 

 Sundays:   11am-4pm.  

We are located at 19735 10th Ave NE, Poulsbo WA 98370.   

Phone:  360-930-0572  

Look for us on the web at www.sherryscozyquilts.com or on Facebook.   

Questions: please email sherryscozyquilts@gmail.com  

April 1
st
 though May 31

st
 2026 

is the All Pacific Northwest 

Shop Hop. Fabric is currently 

available for preorder and the 

magazines are in the shop.  

Here are two of the fabrics 

available.  

Join us April 3
rd

 and 4
th

 for our 5 year anniversary celebration. There will be discounts, 

gifts and drawings. We appreciate everyone’s support these past five years. Here’s to an-

other five. 

For the month of March, we are playing a game called “Find the Little Yellow Duck”. We 

hid a small yellow duck in the shop. If you come in and find it, you will have your name 

placed in a drawing for the $15.00 gift card. 

http://www.sherryscozyquilts.com
mailto:sherryscozyquilts@gmail.com


 

Kitsap Quilters welcomes new members throughout the year.   
You are invited to attend two meetings free, after which membership is 

required for further attendance.   
Please visit our website at www.kitsapquilters.com for more information. 

http://www.kitsapquilters.com
mailto:jimmann7@hotmail.com

