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Next Meeting:  February 24, 2026 6 pm 

        North Point Church 

1779 NE Hostmark St , Poulsbo 

Kitsap Quilters was established to foster and encourage the art of quilting, both in its traditional approach and its  
contemporary adaptation, to bring together those who love the art form and to share the art form with the community.  

Guild Contacts 

President:  Katherine Holtgraves  

Vice President:  Susi Gaskins  

Treasurer:  Jan Kohler  

Treasurer Elect:  Claire Grantham 

Secretary:  Mary Jo Brisbon 

2026 Quilt Show Chair:  Darlene Boggs  

Newsletter Editor:  Marj Deupree  

Past President:  Karen Boeve 

A HUGE THANK YOU FOR OUR TEA TOGETHER IN 

JANUARY! 

High Tea is more than just a meal, it's an indulgent celebration of 

life’s special moments, a heartfelt escape into elegance and luxu-

ry. Unlike the simple afternoon tea, often called Low Tea, High 

Tea carries a richness that stirs the soul. The name “High Tea” 

also echoes the grandeur of its setting, referring to the height of 

the table where hearty, satisfying fare is served—more than just a 

light snack, it’s a feast that warms the heart and soul. 

Attending High Tea is about more than just the food; it’s about 

honoring tradition, celebrating milestones, and creating cherished 

memories. It’s an invitation to indulge in a moment of refined joy, 

to share laughter and stories over delicate bites, wrapped in an atmosphere of genuine ele-

gance and grace. 

Kitsap does HIGH TEA well.  We celebrated; we enjoyed multiple treats and felt a beautiful 

celebration was had.  THANK you all for attending our KITSAP HIGH TEA on the 3
rd

 Saturday.  

Continued on next page 

mailto:mathissonhouse@comcast.net
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Presidents’ Message—Continued 

Continued on next page 

January 2026 Kitsap Quilters Guild Minutes—Mary Jo Brisbon 

 

President, Katherine Holtgraves, called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  The guild welcomed three visitors. 

Business of the Guild 

There was a correction to the November meeting minutes as published in the newsletter.  The amount of the gift card 

for completing the puzzle in the Sherry’s Cozy Quilt ad was incorrectly stated as $50 rather than $15.  The corrected 

minutes were unanimously approved on a motion by Betty Wing and second by Maureen Hirsch. 

Jan Kohler gave the Treasurer’s Report for both November and December.  Checking balance at the end of December 

was $40,359.24.  Savings balance was $5,944.17. 

There will be no zoom board meeting in February as the board will be meeting in person for a mid-year check-in. 

Quilt Show, Darlene Boggs:  There is a need for more volunteers in many areas of the show, especially during take 

down, as we will not be having the youth cadets this year.  If you did not receive your drop-off labels for your registered 

quilts, please contact Debi Snyder.  If you are volunteering on Wednesday, please bring your own lunch.  Thursday’s 

volunteer lunch will be provided by the guild.  Saturday the show will end at 4:00 PM.  Please submit your expense 

vouchers to Darlene, who needs to approve them before Jan can process them.      

Shopping Boutique, Mary Jane Efstathiou and Becky Holt:  Items will be accepted at check-in on Wednesday from 

3:00 to 6:00.  If you are volunteering for set up on Wednesday, you can turn in your items after 10:00.  You must pick 

up any unsold items at 4:00 on Saturday.  If you are bringing your items in a plastic container, please put your name on 

both the container and the lid.  There is no inventory sheet this year unless you want to keep one for yourself.  Each 

item must have two tags; one tag will be kept by the boutique team to track items sold.  Make sure the tags are secure-

ly attached to the items (bagging and stapling are suggested).  If you are selling a kit, note on the tag if it is complete or 
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January 2026 Kitsap Quilters Guild Minutes—Continued 

 

if a piece is missing. No books will be accepted; they just don’t sell.  Price your items in whole dollars.  There will 

be no half price sale at the end of the show.  The boutique will close at 3:00 and all items must be picked up by 

4:00.  The guild receives 15% of the sales.   

Drop Off, Keitha Unger:  All registered quilts must go through a drop off person; they cannot just be brought to 

the show.  Dates of drop off are February 6 – 10 and names of drop off persons are listed in the newsletter.  

Please call the person ahead of time to make sure they will be home to accept your quilt(s).   

Raffle Quilt 2027 Committee:  The committee members were asked to stand and were thanked for stepping up to 

take on the task of designing and creating our next raffle quilt.  The committee will provide more details after the 

quilt show at the March general meeting. 

Spring Retreat:  Sign-ups took place prior to the meeting and we have enough attending to satisfy our commit-

ment to Seabeck.  Jeannette Schanbeck and her team have a jam-packed retreat planned – no sleeping at spring 

retreat!     

President’s Message, Katherine Holtgraves:  The January/February secret friends activity promises fun and 

sweet wishes for others.  Supplies and directions for making six valentine themed items of various skill/time levels 

were put in boxes.  Those wanting to participate were asked put their name on a scratch off ticket, select a box for 

the item they want to make and a return bag, and draw a ticket identifying their secret friend.  The reveal will take 

place at the February 24
th
 meeting.  The final secret friend activity will take place in May, where members partici-

pating will select the person receiving their gift.   

Program Speaker, Lynn Czaban:  Lynn is an award-winning quilting artist, who presented a jaw dropping trunk 

show of portrait quilts.  She has been quilting since the 1980’s and began creating portrait quilts in 2005.  Her work 

is featured in the book Emergence: Fiber Art from Concept to Stitch, a juried exhibit by 21 selected members of the 

Oregon region of Studio Art Quilt Association (SAQA), published in 2022.  The detail and authenticity of her work 

was impressive and truly amazing.!  

Challenge Quilt Announcement, Diane LeVang:  During the break, members voted on this year Challenge Quilt 

submissions that were based on geometrics.  All entries will be displayed at the quilt show.  Congratulations to the 

winners! 

3
rd

 Place – Sherry Schweizer, 2
nd

 Place – Barbara Martin, and 1
st
 Place – Diane LeVang 

Fat Quarter Lottery, Carolyn Nannery:  The winner of January’s snowflake/white theme was Leslie Stapleton.  

February’s theme is hearts/pink. 

Hospitality Drawing, Pam Whitt:  Ten lucky members received fabulous prizes related to the theme of organiza-

tion and keeping track of time.   

Sherry’s Cozy Quilts Gift Card Drawing, Sherry Schweizer:  Linda Johnson was the winner of the $15 gift card 

for solving the word search puzzle. 

Closing Comments, Katherine Holtgraves:  Katherine reminded everyone of the stress that working the upcom-

ing quilt show can bring so “be kind to others, if you get angry walk away, and take care of each other”. 

The meeting was adjourned shortly after 8:00 PM. 

 

Mary Jo Brisbon, Secretary 
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3rd Saturday Workshops—Audrey Fitzgerald 

Debi Snyder will be guiding the 21 March workshop through making a traditional string quilt. You 
may want to start saving your scraps (or “strings”) of differing lengths with widths varying from 3/4” 
to 2 ½”. You will need about 1 ½ to 2 yards of strings to make a lap quilt and about 1 ¾ yards of 
neutral or complementary yardage for the background. If you are interested in making a wall quilt, 
you will need ¾ yards for the background. The beauty of this quilt is it is a great way to burn through 
your scrap strips indiscriminately or create a quilt that you have gently nudged into a particular col-
orway or design. 
 
On 18 April, Jeannette Schanbeck will be showing us how to make a bag so big you can park a VW 
Bug in it (just kidding) while collapsing down so small it can store in something smaller than a shoe 
box (this part is true). It is truly a cavernous bag that can carry just about anything. The possibilities 
are really endless regarding what you would use it for. Warning though, it does everything but stand 
up on its own. 
 
In May, we will be back to quilt making. Katherine Holtgraves Is hosting the 16 May offering and will 
be teaching puff quilt techniques.  This style is visually appealing and encourages quilt snuggling if 
you are into that sort of thing. Puff quilts are great for pets and young ones, and the size of the block 
is very easy to adjust.    
 
In person signups for workshops are in the church lobby during guild meetings.  If you are not able 
to sign up for a workshop in person, please contact me to sign up (). Unless otherwise stated, the 
workshops run from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the church and there is a $5.00 class fee. Supply 
lists will be emailed out a couple of weeks before the workshop to allow for the gathering of materi-
als.  
 
Please remember that workshops are led by quilters like you who have volunteered to share a pro-
ject with their fellow guild members. If there is something that you enjoy doing or a favorite project 
that might be of interest to other sewers and you would like to share, please contact me.  Also, fresh 
ideas for future workshops are always welcome. 

Fat Quarter Lottery—Carolyn Nannery 

February  - Pink/hearts 

March       - Green/shamrocks 

April          - Gray/showers 

May          - Yellow/flowers 

June         - Purple/tulips 

July           - Red or Blue/4th of July 

August       - No lottery 

 

September - Orange/Foliage 

October      - Black/cats 

November  - brown/football (Seahawks) 

December  - No Lottery 

 

Good luck to everyone! 

Welcome to the 2026 Fat Quarter Lottery! For a chance to win, bring a FQ or ¼ yard for each 

chance to enter to win in the color/theme each month. One chance for each FQ you enter. The 

months of August and December there will not be a lottery as we have the picnic and Holiday 

party. 
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Share the camaraderie of sewing with friends from your home!  

All Zoom Sew-In’s (Saturday, Monday and Thursday) will use the Saturday 
Zoom sign in link….. 

 

MONDAYS– 10 am to ????? 
THURSDAYS - 1 pm to ????  Anything Goes Group (formerly Dear Jane)  but all 
members are welcome to join and sew on any project. 
SATURDAYS- 9 am to ???? 
 
 To join the Zoom Meeting, go to the Member’s page of the guild website and use the Sat-
urday link. If you have any questions, please contact Colleen Lane at  

Sew-ins via Zoom—Colleen Lane 

Beginning Quilting Course—Katherine Holtgraves & Luisana Sawyer 

Hey there! We're excited to kick off our Beginning 

Quilting Course—a fun four-week class designed es-

pecially for beginners who want to dive into quilting 

and create something beautiful. Over the weeks, we'll 

guide you step-by-step, and by the end, you'll have 

two fantastic projects to show off! If you’ve been in-

terested in quilting but haven’t quite gotten started, 

this is the perfect place to jump in. The course in-

cludes four sessions at Northpoint Church in Pouls-

bo, and we do ask that you commit to attending all of them. We’re so happy to offer this to 

our guild, and if you’re a beginner interested in joining us, just reach out to one of us to 

reserve your spot. We look forward to sewing together! 

When: February 27
th
, March 6, March 20 and March 27.  ALL FRIDAYS.  

Where: Northpoint Church, 1779 NE Hostmark Street, Poulsbo, Wa 

Who: Beginning Quilters!  We are looking forward to working with you.  

How much: $5.00 per session (given to the church)  Instructors are offering this to you free.  

Supplies: Working sewing machine!  We will send a supply list for each class, but suffice it to say 

that we both will be bringing many tools to introduce to you and for you to use.    

Time: 10:30 AM -2:30 PM  BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH!  We will be able to eat together each 

session.  

Requirements: Kitsap Guild Members ONLY   

Contact if you are interested: 

 Katherine Holtgraves :    
 Luisana Sawyer:   
WE hope to hear from you and look forward to a very exciting time together.  
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Small Groups—Kyte Milton 

Small groups are member-led communities where we learn, explore, and create using specific tech-

niques together. Groups meet regularly to share projects, ideas, and works-in-progress. Sign up, bring 

your machine, tools, and a curious mind—all experience levels are welcome.  

Online meetings are held on Zoom. Unless otherwise noted, use the Saturday Zoom login by default. 

To obtain the meeting ID and password, sign in to the Kitsap Quilters website and click 2026 Zoom 

Events on the member’s page.  

In-person meetings are held at North Point Church in Classrooms 1 & 2, unless otherwise noted.  

There is a $5 site fee—waived if your meeting falls on a guild meeting day.  

Anything Goes + UFOs (merged) 
Work on your projects in a friendly, social setting—online or in person. 
Contacts: Maryjane Efstathiou, Becky Holt 
Online: Thursdays (except second Thursdays) 1:00–3:00 pm – use the Saturday Zoom login 
In person: Second Thursdays 10:00 am–2:00 pm. 

 

Applique & Handwork 
Bring any handwork for a relaxed, drop-in session with fellow stitchers. 
In person: First Tuesdays, 10:00 am–12:30 pm – no need to sign up: just drop in.  

 

Contemporary Quilts 

This group is currently on hiatus with no meetings scheduled. Please contact Karen McCutchen if you 
are interested in this group. 

 

Improv Quilting 
Experiment with free-form design and quilt outside the lines—no patterns required. 
Contacts: Terry Loy, Barbara Martin 
Schedule: Contact for current meeting details. 

 

 

 

 

2026 Spring Retreat—Jeannette Schanbeck 

Spring Retreat time!   I'm so excited.   March 9 - 13th at Seabeck Conference Center.  Re-
treat is in the lower level of the Pines building, with access to large sewing room, amazing 
kitchen.  View of the water, rooms are good size, all of the beds have new mattress this 
year.  We have few activities planned, bring your machines and projects and let's have some 
fun.  We have one full time opening left.  If interested, contact Jeannette Schanbeck, 360-
581-8862.   



 

Continued on next page 
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A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 
 

 
 
The January meeting was a blur of activity in addition to our monthly speaker, Lynn Czaban. 
Tacked on to our routine monthly offerings were retreat registration, quilt show volunteer sig-
nups, gadget sales, in-house quilt block pick-up, guild friends secret project participation, and the 
eye candy supplied by the 2026 challenge quilt, Geometric Shapes. Seven quilts reflecting how 
geometry shapes our quilts (pun intended) were displayed for voting with the top three favorites 
announced at the meeting’s conclusion.  
And the winners were (from left to right)…… 
 
Third Place:  Sherry Schweizer for Q-Bert 
Second Place:  Barbara Martin for I Love Geometry 
First Place:  Diane Levang for Eye Test 
 
Thank You, Diane Levang, for chairing this left brain meets right brain activity for the last two 
years. 
 
This segways perfectly into part two of this month’s reporting, highlighting the 2026 Quilt Show 
Featured Artist, Barbara Martin.  
Barb is no stranger to this column as she has been in the spotlight many times for her volunteer-
ism as guild president and treasurer, committee chair and maker of the 2024 raffle quilt, winner of 
Viewer’s Choice ribbons and co-organizer of the guild’s Improv Group, to name a few activities. 
Barb’s bio will speak for itself. 

Stitches In Time—Nancy Parrott 
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Stitches In Time—Continued 

BARBARA MARTIN 
 
I am so honored to be the Featured Artist at 
this year’s quilt show. It is always so 
much fun (and work) to help with the quilt 
show each year, and this year will be extra 
special. 
 
My family had lots of sewers. As early as 
fourth grade I would go to my maternal 
Grandma’s house to sew. More than one doll 
quilt came out of those sessions. 
 
My paternal Grandma was an accomplished 
quilter, but we lived several states away, so 
we spent time together infrequently.  
She provided beautiful quilts for special occa-
sions. 

Years after her death my aunt sent me 

her patterns from the Kansas City Star, a few early quilt brochures, and the last hand pieced 
blocks she worked on. 
My mom took up quilting not long after I did, and we enjoyed years of sewing together. I started 
quilting in 1993 in Fairbanks. Alaska. It stayed with me as we moved back to Washington in 
1995. The working and quilting years are a blur. Lots of patterns, UFO’s and some great quilts. 
  
Retiring in 2016 opened the door for some new things. I joined two guilds and my quilting world 
expanded. Before the pandemic I began to design my quilts, using traditional methods. I wan-
dered into curved shapes through wedges, moving onto curves and freezer paper pattern making. 
I focused on those techniques during the pandemic. 
  
Moving to Improv techniques with the Improv Group and combining my love of curves is the 
current focus of my quilting.  
The learning never ends! 
 
Congratulations, Barb, on achieving this very deserved honor. Your booth will be a quilt show 
highlight. 

WE NEED A LONG ARM QUILTER!   
 
We would love to have someone help us create a masterpiece of design with your skills.  Can 
you donate your time, talents and energy to helping the guild have a beautiful piece worthy of 
drooling?  If you are able, please contact Katherine Holtgraves () or (text is best).  We would 
love to have something very special quilted!    
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Help make the next Kitsap Quilt Show another wonderful celebration of color, crea-
tivity, and community! Every helping hand makes a difference! There are three easy ways 
to volunteer.  

 

1. To sign up in writing, write your name on the volunteer sheets at a guild meeting.  
 
2. To open Kitsap Quilt Show Volunteering manually, visit https://bit.ly/4nNzE2B and click 
Continue to Destination.  
 
3. To open it by scanning, use your smartphone camera (set to photo) to view the pink code 
below, hold still for a moment, then tap the website link that appears. If it doesn’t work the 
first time: try, try again! 
 

 
 
4. Ok, there is also another way: you can volunteer by emailing, texting, or calling Kyte Milton! 

Sunshine and Shadow—Chris Miller 

Kitsap Quilters has a Sunshine and Shadow chairperson, Chris Miller. If you are aware of someone 

who might be in need of a card to celebrate something special or a note of sympathy or support, 

please contact Chris. She will send a greeting from Kitsap Quilters to that member to let them know 

we are thinking about them.  

Chris can be reached at  

Newsletter—Marj Deupree  

Deadlines:  The deadline is the 5th of the month, January through October.  The November 
and December deadlines are one week earlier due to the earlier guild meetings.  There will be 
a reminder in the October and November newsletters. 

Submissions:  Send submissions via email in an office type format (eg .docx).  Preferably one 
email per submission.  If you do not receive a response from me within 24 hours, please dou-
blecheck that I got it.  Proof what you send!  I generally do a copy and paste.  Don’t assume 
I will catch typos or gibberish.  And please don’t ask me to write or re-write your article for 
you.   

Advertising:  Advertising is very inexpensive for members, from $5/month for a business 
card size ad to $25/month for a full page ad.  Contact Marj if you wish to advertise. Non-
members are welcome to advertise, too.  Their rate is double that of members. 

Publishing:  The newsletter will be sent to members via email approximately one week after 
the deadline.  It will also be available on the website at that time. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545ACAC2DA4FEC52-58879132-kitsap#/
https://bit.ly/4nNzE2B
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SECRET FRIENDS – JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

Secret Friends – We sent you home with 
our members in January… it is NOW time 
to come back to the Guild.  Use the bag 
that we gave to you with your secret box 
and put your name and your secret friends 
name.  We will have these to hand out as 
you enter the February meeting – up in 
front.  This will be the last Secret Friend 
appointment that you have this year.. they 
next thing we will do is have you select 
your “secret”.  That is coming in MAY! 

STAY TUNED!  More fun to come.    

Curtains for Kitty Cats 

If you have some spare solid fabric in your stash and would like to help out homeless kitties please read on. The Kitsap 

Humane Society is in need of curtains to place on the front of kennels that are used to house cats and/or 

kittens.  These kennels are where new arrivals to KHS are housed and not yet available for adoption.  The curtains pro-

vide privacy for the kitties especially since many of them are scared and/or shy.  Ideally 60 curtains are needed, but we 

will gladly accept whatever you have time for.  Thank You, Eva (KHS volunteer). 

 

Kitty Curtains: 

Solid color fabric  20" X 40" 

1 /4" elastic   length 25"  (per curtain) 

2 buttons (about 1 inch diameter) 

  

Hem the edges 

Make a sleeve at the top edge for the elastic placing it about 2 inches from the top edge 

Place a button at each side, approx. an inch from in from each side edge and in line with the elastic sleeve 

Extend the elastic out 5 inches on each side. Fold it over so there is a 2.5 inch loop. Securely sew the ends of the loop 

together  

and attach to curtain edge  

    (This loops around a bar on the kennel, from back to front, and  goes over the button to hold the curtain in place) 

 

Contact Eva Crim at  with questions.   
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In-House Quilt—Karen Boeve and Maryjane Efstathiou  

Join the fun!  This month we will be handing out instructions and a single 2.5 inch square for the 

2026 In-House Quilt.  You add solid white and bright fabrics.  This year’s block will finish at 

11.5 inches, and you can make 1 or 2 blocks. Everyone who participates gets the opportunity to 

win the finished quilt.  You will receive one entry ticket for each block you complete. 

Completed blocks will be collected at the April meeting.    



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular business hours: 

 Wednesday through Saturday:    10am-5pm 

 Sundays:   11am-4pm.  

We are located at 19735 10th Ave NE, Poulsbo WA 98370.   

Phone:  360-930-0572  

Look for us on the web at www.sherryscozyquilts.com or on Facebook.   

Questions: please email sherryscozyquilts@gmail.com  

It’s that time of year again when 
byannie.com does their annual vote 
for your favorite quilt shop contest. 
Go to www.LQSContest.com and 
vote for your favorite shop. 

Coming into the shop this month is Hummingbird Days from 

Clothworks. 

http://www.sherryscozyquilts.com
mailto:sherryscozyquilts@gmail.com
http://www.LQSContest.com


 

Kitsap Quilters welcomes new members throughout the year.   
You are invited to attend two meetings free, after which membership is 

required for further attendance.   
Please visit our website at www.kitsapquilters.com for more information. 

http://www.kitsapquilters.com
mailto:jimmann7@hotmail.com

